OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL PARISH
DUNMORE, PA

SUNDAY MARCH 22, 2020

MASSES OF THE WEEK
MON. (Mar.23) Lenten Weekday
7:00 am Larry Frable (Joe & Tracy Cipriano)
TUE. (Mar.24) Lenten Weekday
7:00 am Leona Cooper (Chris Lucas)
WED. (Mar.25) The Annunciation of the
Lord
7:00 am Florence Tobin (Deb & Joe Kura)

GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE DEEPER
UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE
“Do you believe in the Son of Man?” Jesus wants to
motivate each one of us to see the truth. After developing a
relationship with Jesus, the blind man “sees” as someone
very special. The Pharisees, due to the blindness caused by
their ignorance, prejudice, and need for self-preservation,
still remain blind. Presuppositions, prejudices, assumptions,
and our needs can easily blind us to truth. We see what we
want or need to see and not what is really there. In addition,
our stubbornness continues to convince us that we are right
and that our vision is perfect. Only God can complete the
picture. Look around at our world. So much of what is
happening today is due to the reluctance of folks to allow
themselves to be stretched and brought to see what is really
there. Many react to what life presents to them more with
the lenses of ignorance than lenses of clarity. The Gospel
carries great transformative value. With it, God corrects our
vision and replaces our limited sight with the fullness of his
sight. God opens our eyes so that we can see that it is not
about preserving what we have created but of living in the
immensity and wonder of God’s kingdom. Through a
simple, loving relationship with God, we can break through
the tethers of prejudice, eradicate fear, dispel the darkness
of hatred and sin, discover freedom, live in peace, work for
justice, be effective stewards of creation, assist the migrant
and the immigrant, and safeguard our economic systems
and policies so that they truly serve all of God’s children.
What we see is often an artificial lie. Our truth is much
bigger than what our limited sight believes it to be. Allow
God to work in and through you. Do not be afraid. Be open
and be humble enough to know that you need help. Many
human beings are living with severe cataracts that produce
sight that is at best blurred. Are you one of them?

THU. (Mar.26) Lenten Weekday
7:00 am Leo J. O’Boyle (Guy & Marie
Valvano)
FRI. (Mar.27)
Lenten Weekday
7:00 am (30th Day) Genevieve Sileo
5:30 pm (Ravinskas Family)
(Anniv.) Eugene Kelly (Family)
SAT. (Mar.28) Lenten Weekday
4:00 pm Francis R. Albright (Wife, Helen)
SUN. (Mar.29)
Fifth Sunday of Lent
7:00 am Karen Ann Berry (Carol & Mary
Margaret)
9:30 am (Anniv.) Albert Yonick (Wife,
Eleanor & Family)
11:30 am Jeannie & Ki Walsh (Kris, Mary &
Jack Walsh)

*PLEASE NOTE* Even though
the celebration of Masses open to
the
public
are
currently
suspended, priests will celebrate
non-public Masses on a daily
basis for the good of the People of
God, the Church and the
intentions of the day.
Please pray for the elderly, the
seriously ill, the dying and recently
deceased members of our parish
community,
especially,
Joan
Harrington & Henry Charles Walsh,
RPH. May God grant them and all
the faithful departed, eternal rest.

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT
Every Donation Counts! If you have not yet pledged, please help us
reach our Annual Appeal Parish Goal! We are grateful to the parishioners
who have supported the 2019 Annual Appeal to date. $52,040 has been
raised, We are still short $7,906 of our $60,000 goal. If you have not yet
given your support, please:



Call the Development Office to make a pledge at 570.207.2250 to
make a pledge or give by credit card.



Mail a check to the Diocesan Appeal Office at 300 Wyoming Ave.
Scranton, PA 18503, or give online at www.DioceseofScranton.org.

Our parish is reimbursed 75% for any gifts made to the Appeal in
excess of our Appeal Goal

Meet Maria Ana: Mar ia Ana and her br other s r eceive one
meal a day at school, so that they can focus on achieving their
dreams. How was education important for your future? How can
you/ we ensure that all young people have a chance to be
educated? Visit crsricebowl.org for more.

Financial Updates
Second collections— All second collections not addressed to the
Missions or to the Diocese, will go help support our cemeteries
and parish related needs not covered from interest from perpetual
care.
A Friendly Reminder—Please make every effort to keep your
offertory pledges current.
ONLINE GIVING LINK:
Signing up is easy— you can use a computer, tablet or
smartphone. Just go to our church website, www.olmc.org and
click the Online Giving logo at the bottom right of the page to get
started.
Text-to-Give — Online Giving from Our Sunday Visitor— if
you would like to give electronically, but dislike the hassle of
remembering usernames and passwords, Text-to-Give simplifies
the donation process. Get started today! To learn more about Text
-to-Give, call 800.348.2886, Ext. 2127 or visit online at
OSV.com/DigitalProducts
SPONSOR OF THE WEEK
We would like to thank
George’s Garage
for sponsoring an ad in our weekly bulletin.

PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY
CDR William E. Kelly, MSC US Navy
Sgt. Ryan Harbaugh, US Army
Cpl Christopher mecca, usmc
LT GEN Christopher burne, USAF
ENSIGN JONATHAN M. SMITH, US NAVY
MM2 SHAWN SMITH, US NAVY
1st LT William C. STUCKART USMC
SPC SEAN FISNE, US ARMY
CORP CHRISTOPHER DESANDO
SPC KAILA LEWONCZYK
SPC ERIC SLOSS
CPT MICHAEL TODARO
SGT Michael p. wentline, USMC
1ST LIEUTENANT BRIAN HAUGHWAUT,
USAF
LT COMMANDER JOHN W. GILLIGAN,
US NAVY
LT ANTHONY CANTAFIO, US NAVY
CW2 JOHN T. REDMOND, US ARMY
COL James F. cummings, M.D., US ARMY
A1C DARREN HUSSEY, USAF
LT JASON A. BUSELLI, US ARMY
HA CONOR J. RUANE, US NAVY
LTC ROBERT McALLISTER, US ARMY
MAJOR Andrew schlessinger, us
army
A1C MARK MICCiche, USAF
CPO Aaron Bistran, USMC
CPL CHRISTOPHER HARBAUGH, USMC
A2c angelo martin, usaf
Almighty God, we commend to your gracious
care and keeping all the men and women of our
armed forces at home and abroad. Defend them
day by day with your heavenly grace, strengthen them in their trials and temptations, give
them courage to face the perils which face them,
and grant them a sense of your abiding presence wherever they may be, through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.
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Mary and the Saints

Mission Statement
We, the eucharistic community of Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Parish in Dunmore, are called to manifest the leadership, love and
service of Jesus Christ. In union with the Holy Father, and under the
leadership of Diocesan Bishop, we are called to proclaim the
salvation of our loving Lord through our participation in His Word,
Worship, Service and Community. With the Blessed Virgin Mary as
our model, we seek to share our Baptismal gifts to build His
Kingdom.
Our Value Statement
We recognize that, as a Parish Faith Community of Our Lady of
Mount Carmel, our purpose is to accept and develop our call
through a servant style of leadership, to evangelize others with zeal
and joy through the witness of our life in the Word, Worship and
Service that builds up our Community.

Notice Regarding Reporting Sexual Abuse of a Minor: It is
the policy of the Diocese of Scranton to report any allegation of
sexual abuse of a minor to law enforcement. If you are a victim
of sexual abuse committed by a priest, deacon, religious or lay
employee or volunteer of the Diocese of Scranton, you are
encouraged to immediately report the matter to law enforcement.
If any priest, deacon, religious, lay employee or volunteer of the
Diocese of Scranton has cause or reason to suspect that a minor
has beek subjected to any form of abuse, including child sexual
abuse, the matter will be reported to law enforcement. It is also
the policy of the Diocese to adhere to all civil and state
regulations. In accordance with the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania’s Child Protective Services Laws, reports of
suspected child abuse should also be made immediately by phone
to the 24– Hour Child Abuse Hotline (ChildLine) at
1.800.932.0313, or electronically at www.compass.state.pa.us/
cwis. To this end, the Diocese is equally committed to adhering
to the norms of the Code of Canon Law and to upholding the
tenets of the USCCB Charter for the Protection of Children and
Young People, which includes supporting victims of sexual abuse
in their pursuit ot emotional and spiritual well-being. As such,
information regarding an allegation of sexual abuse of a minor
should also be reported to the Victim Assistance Coordinator,
Mary Beth Pacuska at 570.862.7551.

Question: Why do Catholics pray to Mary and the Saints?
Answer: One of the statements of faith we make when we pray

the Nicene Creed and the Apostles Creed is that we believe in “the
Communion of Saints.” The Catechism of the Catholic Church
reminds us that this Communion (another word for community)
includes all the faithful on earth, the sould in Purgatory, and the
blessed women, men and children who are in heaven. This
teaching is grounded in our belief that, through Baptism, we are
united with Christ and to one another with bonds that are stronger
than even death.
And so from the time of the early Church, Christians have turned
to other believers for prayers and assistance, including those who
have gone before us, confident that God hears the prayers of all
His children. While we ask the Saints (and one another) for
prayers and support, we remember that the Saints join us in
prayer. But it is God who blesses and sanctifies us.
When we think of Mary and the Saints in heaven, we have to
remember that we can turn to them for intercession and assistance
because they were faulted, limited human beings, just like us.This
means that they are able to understand our struggles, doubts, fears,
joys and hopes. Bust as we learn their stories, we can also begin to
recognize that they stand out in the history of the Church because
they perservered in their commitment to follow Christ. Whether
they were ordained, vowed religious, martyrs, husbands, wives or
even children, they show us that holiness is possible. We can not
only follow their example but also benefit from their prayerful
support.
Our devotion to the Saints and gratitude for their witness, prayers
and protection should also be an inspiration for us, especially
when we become aware to the needs of others, or when others ask
us to pray for them. We are called to share the blessings we
receive. This is also part of our own journey of growing in
holiness.

Easter Flower Donation
If you would like to donate a Lily, in memory of a loved one, in our church this Easter Season,
please complete the following information and return in the collection basket or to the rectory office. (Clip and
return by Monday, April 6, 2020)
In memory
of:_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Given
by:_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Cost: $15.00. Checks can be made payable to Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish. Mail to OLMC Rectory, 322
Chestnut St., Dunmore, PA 18512

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT

OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL
PARISH CASH RAFFLE

Grand prize $10,000! 2nd prize: $3,000, 3rd
prize: $1,000, 4th & 5th prizes: $500.
Tickets are $100 each. 350 will be sold
before drawing. Purchase alone, or share
price of a ticket with friends! Tickets can be
purchased from Sam Valenza, or from the
rectory.
As of March 16, 2020, effective immediately, and until further
notice, Most Reverend Bishop Joseph C. Bambera, D.D., J. C.
L. has suspended the celebration of Masses open to the public
and all public gatherings in all diocesan parishes, worshipe
sites, college campuses, chapels and health care facilities in
the eleven counties of the Diocese of Scranton.
Churches of the Diocese will remain open daily for individual
private prayer. The dispensation from the obligation to attend
Mass during this time remains in effect.
Scheduled sacramental celebrations such as weddings,
baptisms or funerals will be permitted, but attendance will be
limited to immediate family members and follow any
guidelines established by the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention. The sacraments of the Anointing of the Sick will
be available, when requested individually, by the faithful in
cases of serious need.
During these challenging times, it is also crucial that we not
forget who we are as Christians. May we continue to offer, in
whatever way we can, care and concern for those who are the
most vulnerable, including the poor, our senior citizens and
those who are ill. Bishop Bambera also urges those who can
do so to maintain support for your parishes during these
difficult days in order to sustain the ministries and outreach
services for parishioners most in need.
Despite the suspension of public Masses, a private Mass will
be celebrated daily in the Cathedral of St. Peter in Scranton,
and made available on CTV.: Catholic Television of the
Diocese of Scranton. On weekdays, the Mass will be broadcast
at 12:10 p.m., 3:30 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. On weekends, the
Saturday Vigil Mass will be broadcast at 4:00 p.m. and
rebroadcast on Sunday morning at 10:00 a.m. The Masses
will also be streamed on the Diocese of Scranton’s website.
(www.dioceseofscranton.org), made available on the Diocese
of Scranton’s social media platforms (Facebook, Twitter &
Instagram) and will be accessable on the Diocese of
Scranton’s YouTube channel.
Additional resources for individual parishioners to deepen
their faith during Lent are also available on thee Diocese of
Scranton’s website.

Year of Saint Joseph: This year mar ks the 150 Anniversary of
Pope Pius IX’s decree naming Saint Joseph, husband of the
Blessed Virgin Mary and foster-father of Jesus, as the Patron of
the Universal Church. In commemoration of this anniversary and
recognizing the fitting time for the Church to invoke the
intercession of this guardian, His Excellency, Bishop Joseph C.
Bambera has declared this year as a “Year of Saint Joseph” to be
observed in the Diocese of Scranton from March 19, 2020 to
March, 19, 2021. Bishop Bambera states, “Just as Saint Joseph
watched over and protected the Lord Jesus while he was on earth,
we need Saint Joseph to watch over and provide for the Church
today. His intercession on behalf of the Universal Church is vital
as the world faces so much upheaval and pain, and particularly as
it confronts the uncertainty and pain of the coronavirus
epidemic.” Bishop Bambera invites all of the faithful to renew
their devotion to Saint Joseph during this commemorative year,
and to seek his powerful intercession to safely guard the Church
from all evils, just as he protected the Holy Family from harm.
A CORONAVIRUS PRAYER
Jesus Christ, you traveled through towns and villages “curing
every disease and illness.” At Your command the sick were
made well. Come to our aid now in the midst of the global
spread of the coronavirus, that we may experience Your
healing love. Heal those who are sick with the virus. May they
regain their strength and health through quality medical care.
Heal us from our fear, which prevents nations from working
together and neighbors from helping one another. Heal us
from our pride, which can make us claim invulnerability to a
disease that knows no boarders. Jesus Christ, healer of all,
stay by our side in this time of uncertainty and sorrow. Be
with those who have died from the virus. May they be at rest
with You in Your eternal peace. Be with the families of those
who are sick or have died. As they worry and grieve, defend
them from illness and despair. May they know Your peace. Be
with the doctors, nurses, researchers and all medical
professionals who seek to heal and help those affected and
who put themselves at risk in the process. May they know
Your protection and peace. Be with the leaders of all nations.
Give them the foresight to act with charity and true concern
for the well-being of the people they are meant to serve. Give
them the wisdom to invest in long-term solutions that will help
prepare for or prevent future outbreaks. May they know
Your peace, as they work together to achieve it on earth.
Whether we are home or abroad, surrounded by many people
suffering from this illness, or only a few, Jesus Christ, stay
with us as we endure and mourn, persist and prepare. In
place of our anxiety, give us Your peace. Jesus Christ, heal
us. Amen.

