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MARY, THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD
“And Mary kept all these things, reflecting on them in
her heart.” Supernatural communication was nothing
new for Mary. The angel Gabriel had already appeared
and spoken to her when she agreed to bear God’s Son.
Her husband Joseph also had a kind of divine
intervention in the dream where the angel told him to
go ahead and marry her. When she was first pregnant,
her cousin Elizabeth had been led by the Holy Spirit to
know the secret that Mary was “the mother of my
Lord” (Lk 1:43). Now, Jesus has just been born and a
crew of earthy shepherds appears at her door with a
message from heaven: that the Savior has been born.
And Mary believed them. She did not doubt their
sincerity or the authenticity of their message. She took
the words to heart, and meditated upon the meaning of
it all.
What might strike us as peculiar in all of this is that
God chose to speak to Mary in a variety of ways. This
holy and immaculate woman, this Mother of God, did
not always receive direct communication from on
high. Sometimes, God chose to speak to her through
other people. Sometimes, he revealed himself to them
in order to reveal himself to her. And God does the
same with us.
It’s easy to daydream about having our own personal
revelation from God, to hear his voice loud and clear,
directing, encouraging, and supporting us in our times
of need and confusion. But this isn’t the standard
pattern of God’s operation. Mary was tuned in enough
to hear God’s voice all around her instead of expecting
it to always sound the same. We can imitate this same
kind of openness by seeking to discover how God may
be speaking to us through the voices of others.

MASSES OF THE WEEK
MON.

(Jan. 2) SS Basil the Great and
Gregory Nazarene
7:00 am
Poinsettia Memorial

TUE.
(Jan. 3) Christmas Weekday
7:00 am
Nancy Rainey (M.A.C. Social Club)
WED. (Jan. 4) St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
7:00 am
Chickie Runco
(Mike and Joan McMynne)
THU.
(Jan. 5) St. John Neumann
7:00 am
Alma Lavin (Nancy Provinzano)
FRI:
(Jan. 6) St. Andre Bessette
7:00 am Doris Clifford (Nancy Scott and Family)
SAT:
(Jan. 7) St. Raymond of Penyefort
4:00 pm
Walter Holmes (Marie Canavan)
5:30 pm
Anthony Cantafio
(1966 Graduating Class of DHS)
SUN: (Jan. 8) The Epiphany of the Lord
7:00 am
Andrew and Mary Ann Seamon (Family)
9:30 am
Thomas J. Carden (Ron and Fran Banick)
11:30 am Mary Evie Brower
(Karen and Bob Healey)
5:00 pm
Mary Ann Maro
(Joseph Lubukas and Family)
Please pray for the elderly, the seriously ill,
the dying and recently deceased members of
our parish community. May God grant them
and all the faithful departed, eternal rest.
Please Note: The Rectory Office will be closed
Monday, January 2nd. The office will reopen
Tuesday, January 3 at 9:00 a.m.

Wishing
You and Yours a
Happy, Healthy
and
Blessed New Year

2017
from Father Doris and Staff
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Financial Updates

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish
Collection for the Weekend of Dec. 24/25, 2016
$unavailable at print



Second collections—All second collections
not addressed to the Missions or to the
Diocese, will go to help support our cemeteries
and parish related needs not covered from
interest from perpetual care.



A Friendly Reminder—Please make every
effort to keep your offertory pledges current.



ONLINE GIVING LINK:

Collection for the Weekend of Dec. 26/27, 2015
$unavailable

The second collection this weekend December 31/
January 1, will be for the Care and Education of
Priests. Please give generously in support of your
diocesan priests.

Signing up is easy– you can use a computer,
tablet, or smartphone. Just go to our church
website www.olmcdunmore.org and click the
Online Giving logo at the bottom right of the
page to get started.

MISSION STATEMENT
We, the Eucharistic community of Our Lady of
Mount Carmel Parish in Dunmore, are called to
manifest the leadership, love and service of Jesus
Christ. In union with the Holy Father, and under
the leadership of our Diocesan Bishop, We are
called to proclaim the salvation of our loving Lord
through our participation in His Word, Worship,
Service and Community. With the Blessed Virgin
Mary as our Model, we seek to share our Baptismal
gifts to build His Kingdom.
OUR VALUE STATEMENT
We recognize that as a Parish Faith Community of
Our Lady of Mount Carmel, that our purpose is to
accept and develop our call, through a servant style
of leadership. To evangelize others with zeal and
joy through the witness of our Life in Word,
Worship and a Service that builds up our
Community.

Parish Cemeteries
I feel it’s the proper time to request your assistance in
maintaining our two parish cemeteries. Because both of
our cemeteries no longer have lots available for sale the
cemeteries have become a financial burden to our
parish.
We include a monthly envelope for the
maintenance of the cemeteries in your envelope
package; I am requesting that everyone please consider
a $10 monthly donation in support of the cemeteries. At
the present time this envelope is used by a very small
number of parishioners. The maintenance of the
cemeteries is costing the parish approximately $85,000
annually. Thank you for all the support you provide to
our parish. ~Fr. Doris

End of Year Financial Statement—If you would
like a statement, please call the rectory at 570-3467429. Statements will be prepared at the end of
January. We thank all for their cooperation in this
matter.

SPONSOR OF THE WEEK
We would like to thank
James Mack and Sons Printing
for sponsoring an ad in our weekly bulletin.

Ministers of the Liturgy Schedule—Weekend of January 7/8, 2017
TIME

LECTOR

4:00 P.M.
5:30 P.M.
7:00 A.M.
9:30 A.M.
11:30 A.M.
5:00 P.M.

Andy Fazio
Wendy Woroby
Alice Foley
Jerry Healey
Lisa Davis
Youth Group

EUCHARISTIC MINISTER
Bill & Cathy Harrington, K.Gerrity
C.Berry, N.Rinaldi, A.Lopatka
Joe Eboli
MA Healey, Jim & Pat Conway
L.Gatto, S.Vinskofski, MR Malia
Maria Kocsis

SERVERS
Natalie and Andrew Durkin and Bobby Santarsiero
Sam and Louis Hanni
Hannah Ptasinski
Sophia and Adriana Pacewicz
Jacob Gatto, and Laurel Cortazar
Youth Group—Noah Cogliette

OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL PARISH
DUNMORE, PA

Marriage Help—If your marriage is
tearing the two of you apart, if there is
little or no meaningful communication,
if you are considering separation or
divorce, then the Retrouvaille Program
can help you. Retrouvaille is helping
couples put the pieces back together and to rediscover
a more loving relationship. The next local program
will be February 24-26, 2017 at The Ramada Inn,
Clarks Summit. Registration is required. All calls are
confidential. Cost is by donation. For more
information or to register, call 1-800-470-2230 or
visit www.helpourmarriage.org.
Wedding Anniversary Mass—his Excellency, the
Most Reverend Joseph C.
Bambera, D.D., J.C.L., Bishop
of Scranton, and the Office for
Parish life wish to invite
couples celebrating their 25th
or 50th wedding anniversary in
2017 to a diocesan Wedding
Anniversary Mass on Sunday,
June 11. The event includes a 2:30 p.m. mass as St.
Peter’s Cathedral followed by a reception. Requests
for an invitation, with a mailing address, should be
made through your pastor before March 13.
Youth Ministry Adult Leaders’ Retreat will take
place Friday, January 13-Saturday, January 14
(Friday 5:00 p.m. through Saturday 3:00 p.m.)
(Meals provided) at St. Gabriel’s Retreat Center, 631
Griffin Pond Road, Clarks Summit, PA 18411. Join
with other youth ministry leaders from around the
Diocese to connect, re-charge and learn from each
other. The retreat will be facilitated by Fred
Mercadante, Consultant for Youth Ministry with the
diocesan Office for Parish Life. For more information
and to register contact Mary Anne Malone (570-2072213) or mary-anne-malone@dioceseofscranton.org
Much appreciation goes to all
Altar
Servers,
Eucharistic
Ministers (Church, Nursing
Home and Homebound), Choir
members,
CCD
Teachers,
Lectors and Ushers, and all who
volunteer in any capacity at our
parish. Also, thank you to parishioners who
purchased or delivered Christmas gifts from The
Giving Tree. Many thanks to Jeanne McDonald for
giving her time to the sorting and organizing of the
gifts from our Giving Tree.
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On the Solemnity of Mary!
Today we celebrate the New Year
with a Holy Day called the Solemnity of
Mary. The question one may ask is why
would we celebrate Mary on this day? To
answer this question one might first look on
Mary’s role as our mother. A mother’s role
is truly awesome. A mother gives us the
essentials of life: She feeds and nourishes us
both physically and emotionally; she
instructs us and, at times, corrects us; she
directs us and supports us; she is there to
heal and hold us, and she is there to
unconditionally love us. One cannot help
but just be in wonder how Mary would
fulfill this role for Jesus. Mary, however,
also fulfils this role for us. Mary, according
to Vatican 11, is termed the Model of the
Church! She is there to guide the church in
the role of being Mother. Like Mary, the
church is now to provide you with direction
and support; healing and holding;
instruction and direction; feeding and
nourishing, and most of all, the
unconditional Love of Jesus.
As we begin our New Year, we can
always find Newness from the direction of
Mary and the direction of the Church—
Our Mother. Mary and the Church will
always point us to our hope, our newness,
our unconditional love—to Jesus. Happy
New Year in Jesus our Lord.

Fr. Doris

—

SOLEMNITY OF MARY, THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD

