OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL PARISH
DUNMORE, PA

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2016

4th SUNDAY OF ADVENT
“She will bear a son and you are to name him Jesus.”
Joseph heard these prophetic words in a dream. They
were words of anticipation, of what was to come. And
in a sense, they ushered in a kind of Advent for Joseph.
With this divine message, Joseph began a period of
holy waiting. He now knew that the Messiah was
going to be coming into his own home, and he had just
nine months to prepare! We can only imagine how
Joseph might have spent these precious days. Most
likely he did more than prepare a physical home for his
soon-to-be-born Son; he must have also used these
days to prepare his heart, mind, and soul for such a
tremendous mission.
Today, we stand in a position not all that different
from St. Joseph. We also know that the Messiah will
be arriving--not just in remembrance at Christmastime,
but in reality at the second coming. But unlike Joseph,
we don’t have an exact timeframe. We don’t know
when Jesus will return. We just know that we need to
be ready!
During the season of Advent we are challenged to
recall this fact and strive to get our hearts in order. The
days are short now until Christmas, and for all we
know they might be short until Christ’s return as well.
What remains to be done? Aside from wrapping
presents and planning parties, where do we yet need to
tidy up our habits to properly celebrate the real
meaning of this festive season? How can we make sure
that we don’t get swept away in the external
preparations, forgetting the work that needs to be done
in the invisible silence of our souls?
God may not speak to all of us directly in our dreams,
but he does speak to us clearly through his word. May
we recognize today the mission he has laid before us.

MASSES OF THE WEEK
MON.

(Dec. 19) Late Advent Weekday

7:00 am

(Anniv.) Andrew and Mary Ann Seamon
(Family)
TUE.
(Dec. 20) Late Advent Weekday
7:00 am
George and Berry Schroeder and Robert
Phillips (Kathy and Keith Smith)
WED. (Dec. 21 ) Late Advent Weekday
7:00 am
John Klobusicky
(Wife, Doris and Family)
THU.
(Dec. 22) Late Advent Weekday
7:00 am
Jeremy Kelleher (Family)
School/Community Mass
8:30 am
Healing of Gert Gillott
(St Mary’s School Community)
FRI:
(Dec. 23) St. John of Kanty
7:00 am
(Anniv.) Colin Barrett
(Mom, Dad, Shan, Tara and Patrick)
Christmas
Vigil Schedule for Saturday,
SAT:
(Dec. 17)
December 24
4:00 pm
4:00 p.m. and 10:00 p.m.
5:30 pm
Christmas Day Schedule for Sunday,
SUN: (Dec. 18) December 25
7:00 a.m. 9:30 a.m. and 11:30 a.m.
7:00 am
9:30 am
Please note: There is no 5:00 p.m. Mass
11:30 am
on Sunday, December 25, 2016.
5:00 pm
Please pray for the elderly, the seriously ill,
the dying and recently deceased members of
our parish community. May God grant them
and all the faithful departed, eternal rest.
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AT ST. CLARE CHURCH
WILL BE CLOSED until March 6 with the exception of
Fridays (beginning January 6 from 9:00 to 3:00 p.m.). After
March 6th, the full schedule will resume.

—Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers, Collectors, Choir, Altar
Servers and all Adult Volunteers, please pick up your
Christmas gift in the Sacristy.
—The rectory office will be closed December 23 and 26th
and reopen Tuesday, December 27 at 9:00 a.m.

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Financial Updates

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish
Collection for the Weekend of Dec. 10/11, 2016
$9,458.53



Second collections—All second collections
not addressed to the Missions or to the
Diocese, will go to help support our cemeteries
and parish related needs not covered from
interest from perpetual care.



A Friendly Reminder—Please make every
effort to keep your offertory pledges current.



ONLINE GIVING LINK:

Collection for the Weekend of Dec. 12/13, 2015
$9,240.02

The Christmas Offering is the most important
source of revenue in our churches, without it we
would operate at a deficit. We ask you to consider a
gift of $200, $100, $50 or $25. During this season of
generosity and thoughtfulness, our parish needs
should not be forgotten. We know you are a very
generous people and will prayerfully consider your
Christmas Gift again this year. Your generosity
helps us to continue to do His Work.

Thank you for supporting senior religious. A sister
from Indiana writes, “Because of your kindness, our
elderly sisters will have the comfort, security, and joy of
living out their remaining years here in their home. You
truly honor them and their many years of service by
your generosity.” Religious across the United States
offer sincere thanks for your generosity.” Religious
across the United States offer sincere thanks for your
generosity to last week’s collection for the Retirement
Fund for Religious. The donation amounted to $716.

Signing up is easy– you can use a computer,
tablet, or smartphone. Just go to our church
website www.olmcdunmore.org and click the
Online Giving logo at the bottom right of the
page to get started.
Parish Cemeteries
I feel it’s the proper time to request your assistance in
maintaining our two parish cemeteries. Because both of our
cemeteries no longer have lots available for sale the
cemeteries have become a financial burden to our parish. We
include a monthly envelope for the maintenance of the
cemeteries in your envelope package; I am requesting that
everyone please consider a $10 monthly donation in support
of the cemeteries. At the present time this envelope is used by
a very small number of parishioners. The maintenance of the
cemeteries is costing the parish approximately $85,000
annually. Thank you for all the support you provide to our
parish. ~Fr. Doris

Please make sure to get your
Christmas Raffle ticket(s)
returned to Sam Valenza
BEFORE
this
Sunday’s
drawing (12/18) which will
take place after the 11:30 a.m.
Mass.
First prize is $10,000; Second prize $3,000;
Third prize $1,000; Fourth and Fifth prizes
$500. Ticket price is $100.

Please do not place ticket returns in
the offertory basket.

SPONSOR OF THE WEEK
We would like to thank
Andy’s Service Center
for sponsoring an ad in our weekly bulletin.
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Wedding Anniversary Mass—
his Excellency, the Most
Reverend Joseph C. Bambera,
D.D., J.C.L.,
Bishop
of
Scranton, and the Office for
Parish life wish to invite
couples celebrating their 25th or
50th wedding anniversary in 2017 to a diocesan
Wedding Anniversary Mass on Sunday, June 11. The
event includes a 2:30 p.m. mass as St. Peter’s
Cathedral followed by a reception. Requests for an
invitation, with a mailing address, should be made
through your pastor before March 13.
Important Dates
Mon.

12/19

7:00 pm

Reconciliation
(St. Eulalia’s)

Tue.

12/20

1:00 pm
3:00-4:15 pm

Rosary (Church)
CCD grades 1-5

7:00 pm

Reconciliation
(St. Catherine’s)

3:00-4:00 pm

Youth Choir
(Church)

8:30 am

School Liturgy

7:00 am

Adult Choir (Church)

Wed.

Thu.

Fri.

12/21

12/22

12/23

Parish Office
Closed

PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY

CDR William E. Kelly, MSC US Navy
Sgt. Ryan Harbaugh, US Army
Cpl Christopher mecca, usmc
LT GEN Christopher burne, USAF
ENSIGN JONATHAN M. SMITH, US NAVY
MM2 SHAWN SMITH, US NAVY
1st LT William C. STUCKART USMC
SPC SEAN FISNE, US ARMY
CORP CHRISTOPHER DESANDO
SPC KAILA LEWONCZYK
SPC ERIC SLOSS
CPT MICHAEL TODARO
SGT Michael p. wentline, USMC
1ST LIEUTENANT BRIAN HAUGHWAUT, USAF
LT COMMANDER JOHN W. GILLIGAN, US NAVY
LT ANTHONY CANTAFIO, US NAVY
CW2 JOHN T. REDMOND, US ARMY
COL James F. cummings, M.D., US ARMY
A1C DARREN HUSSEY, USAF
LT JASON A. BUSELLI, US ARMY
HA CONOR J. RUANE, US NAVY
MAJOR ROBERT McALLISTER, US ARMY
MAJOR Andrew schlessinger, us army
A1C MARK MICCiche, USAF
PFC Aaron Bistran, USMC

Almighty God, we commend to your gracious care and keeping all the
men and women of our armed forces at home and abroad. Defend them
day by day with your heavenly grace, strengthen them in their trials and
temptations, give them courage to face the perils which face them, and
grant them a sense of your abiding presence wherever they may be,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
To add names of active military duty personnel from Our Lady of
Mount Carmel Parish to the prayer list, please call the parish rectory at
570-346-7429.

Marriage Help—If your marriage is tearing the two of you
apart, if there is little or no meaningful communication, if you
are considering separation or divorce, then the Retrouvaille
Program can help you. Retrouvaille is helping couples put the
pieces back together and to rediscover a more loving
relationship. The next local program will be February 24-26,
2017 at The Ramada Inn, Clarks Summit. Registration is
required. All calls are confidential. Cost is by donation. For more
information or to register, call 1-800-470-2230 or visit
www.helpourmarriage.org.

If you would like to donate a poinsettia in Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church this holiday
season, please complete the following information and return it to the rectory with payment to
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish, 322 Chestnut Street, Dunmore, PA 18512
(Clip and return by December 19, 2016)
Please Print
In memory of___________________________________________________________________
Given by_______________________________________________________________________
Amount $15.00 (if including a check, please make payable to Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Parish)

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

The Office for Parish
Life encourages parish
leaders to consider
application for the
Diocesan Certificate in
Lay
Ministry
for
January
2017. The
Diocesan Certificate in
Lay Ministry is a
ministry formation program designed to equip and
advance servant leadership capacities of individuals
serving their parish in areas such as Pastoral
Council, Director of Religious Education and
Catechist, Liturgical Coordinator, Parish Staff,
Volunteer Ministry teams, and others. Through
independent online study with the University of
Dayton’s Virtual Leaning Community for Faith
Formation (VLCFF), as well as regional skills
workshops and opportunities for prayer and
reflection, Diocesan Certificate candidates enrich
their knowledge base, while also learning practical
tools for effective parish ministry in their faith
communities. Starting with our new Candidate
Orientation Retreat on Saturday, January 28, 2017,
the Office for Parish Life, Diocese of Scranton,
anticipates welcoming new candidates into the
Diocesan Certificate in Lay Ministry program in the
New Year. Prospective candidates are encouraged to
contact Kitty Scanlan, Coordinator for Lay Ministry
Formation at 570-207-2213, or by email at KittyScanlan@dioceseofscranton.org
for
application
information, materials and application submissions.
The Combined Catholic Youth
Group will go Christmas Caroling
Sunday, December 18 at 6:00 p.m.
beginning in the school’s parking lot.
Also, children youth caroling will
take place the same day, beginning at
5:30 p.m. in the school auditorium.

Altar Servers or Eucharistic Ministers who would like
to serve for Christmas and/or New Year’s please call the
rectory at 570-346-7429. Volunteers are needed to take
gifts to the nursing homes.

Reconciliation (Confessions)
A communal celebration of the
Sacrament of Reconciliation will be
held at Saint Anthony’s Church,
Sunday, December 18th at 3:00
p.m.
All
parishioners
are
encouraged to attend. Please note:
No confessions will be held on
Christmas Eve. This will be the
only Advent Penance Service in Dunmore.
Additional Reconciliation Services will be held
Monday, Dec. 19th at St. Eulalia’s Church, Elmhurst
at 7:00 p.m. and Tuesday, Dec. 20th at St. Catherine
of Siena Church, Moscow at 7:00 p.m.
Christmas & New Year’s Day
Mass Times
Christmas Eve Masses —4:00 & 10:00 pm
Christmas Day Masses —7:00, 9:30 & 11:30 a.m.
New Year’s Eve Masses —4:00 and 5:30 p.m.
New Year’s Day Masses—7:00, 9:30 & 11:30 a.m.
(Holy Day of Obligation)
Solemnity of Mary the
Holy Mother of God
(PLEASE NOTE: There are no 5:00 p.m. masses
scheduled for Sundays 12/25/16 or 1/1/17,
Christmas Day and New Years Day.)

Congratulations and Best Wishes to
Madison Marie McLafferty
who received the
Sacrament of Baptism recently.
Congratulations to Madison Marie
and to her parents.
May God continue to be a part of their lives.

Second Time:

FOOD DRIVE—To replenish the food bank in

our area the combined middle school CCD and
students from St. Mary’s School will have a food
drive on Sunday, December 18. We invite the
parishioners to join in as well. The non-perishable
food items can be dropped off after the 9:30 and
11:30 a.m. Masses on the 18th in the basement of
the school. Some of the items needed are syrup,
cereal, mac & cheese, pasta, spaghett

Second Time:

Marty Brunner,
Bellevue Heights United Methodist
Kathleen Fennie, OLMC
Jerry Donahue, ICC
Maureen Dodgson, OLMC

The Christmas Wafer Oplatki is available in the rear
of the church and at the parish office during office
hours 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. The suggested donation is
$2.00 per pack.

