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Our humanity bleeds through today’s Gospel
passages in more ways than one. We see both
elation and fall, hope in the midst of the darker
sides of our natures. If we allow it, these
Gospels hold a mirror to our own fickle hearts.
The crowds cry “Hosanna” and the Apostles
profess allegiance unto death. In a manner of
days– even hours– Jesus is betrayed,
condemned, tortured, and executed. As God,
He could have stopped this horrific narrative
from unfolding, but He doesn’t. He allows free
will to play itself out. There are nearly two
millennia between this spectacle and us. We
can stand safely removed, if we choose. But
Lent invites us to return to this story. Lent
invites us to return to this story. Lent invites us
to find ourselves in the people we encounter
there. Are we the repentant woman at Bethany?
Are we naysayers of such lavish piety? Have
we acted in a way that betrays those we love
or denies what we know to be good and true?
Have we fallen asleep in our faith? Have we
unfairly accused others of a crime or
immorality we imagine, though perhaps they
didn’t commit? Do we help others carry their
burdens? Do we stand in solidarity with those
who suffer? Do we take care of the dying? This
week, take up today’s Gospel again. Look
carefully at the Passion narrative and sit with it
in silence. Find yourself in the story and
ponder its meaning for your own life. Journey
with Jesus to the foot of the Cross so that you
too may say, along with the faithful centurion,
“truly this man was the son of God!”

SUNDAY, APRIL 5, 2020

MASSES OF THE WEEK
MON. (Apr. 6) Monday of Holy Week
7:00 am Brian Hadley (Family)
TUE. (Apr.7) Tuesday of Holy Week
7:00 am Fr. Joseph Cipriano (Dr. John)
WED. (Apr.8) Wednesday of Holy
Week
7:00 am Brian Forgione (Family)
Holy Week Masses will be live-streamed
on Our Lady of Mount Carmel Facebook
page and our website, olmcdunmore.org ,
at the following times:
PALM SUNDAY: 10:00 A.M.
HOLY THURSDAY: 7:00 P.M.

GOOD FRIDAY: 1:00 P.M.
SATURDAY VIGIL: 8:00 P.M.
EASTER SUNDAY: 10:00 A.M.

Please pray for the elderly, the seriously ill, the
dying and recently deceased members of our
parish community, especially Reverend Joseph
Cipriano. May God grant them and all the
faithful departed, eternal rest.

PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD

On Friday, March 27, 2020, Governor Wolf issued “stay– at— home” orders for several more
counties in the territory of the Diocese of Scranton. To date, five of our eleven counties—
Lackawanna, Luzerne, Monroe, Pike and Wayne– are now subject to significant restrictions
regarding movement outside of the home. On Sunday, March 29, President Trump also extended
his social distancing guidelines to April 30, 2020. To this end, Most Very Reverend Joseph C.
Bambera, D. D., J. C. L. offers the following directives.
1. Access to Churches for private, individual prayer:


At this time, the decision to maintain access to a parish Church remains a decision of the
Pastor or the Parish Life Coordinator



Some Churches, particularly in the eastern region of our Diocese, have already opted to close
their doors completely. In such instances, I will support these decisions.



Pastors and Parish Life Coordinators who have chosen to maintain access may continue to do
so at this time but must regularly assess the usage by members of the faithful. Care must be
taken to cordon off areas where the faithful can pray in order to facilitate daily sanitization. In
addition to sanitization, signage must remind parishioners of CDC directives regarding hand
washing and the use of hand sanitizer as well as the maximum number of individuals who can
gather at on time (10 or less). If a Church is unable to reasonably sanitize those areas
frequented by parishioners as well as door handles, etc., or maintain CDC authorized numbers
of visitors for prayer, it should be closed immediately.

2. All public adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, Holy Hours, devotional prayers and
processions, indoors or outdoors, are suspended. It has been br ought to my attention that a
number of parishes continue to defy federal, state and diocesan directives by inviting parishioners
to gather for particular prayer opportunities. Such gatherings are to cease immediately. Moreover,
“private masses” should not include members of the parish who may be present in the Church for
individual private prayer.

3. Funerals:


No funeral Masses of services, inclusive of those at funeral, are to be conducted. Priests,
Deacons and Parish Life Coordinators may conduct grave– side burial services when
appropriate for immediate family members only, mindful of the CDC guidelines for public
gatherings.



Provisions are to be made for the celebration of Memorial Masses after the current healthcare
crisis subsides.
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Sacrament of Reconciliation and Anointing of the Sick:



All public gatherings for the celebration of Confessions or the Anointing of the Sick, indoors
and outdoors, are suspended.



In the gravest circumstances, priests may make themselves available for these sacraments,
taking care to follow CDC guidelines for personal protection.



The faithful are encouraged to follow the directives of the Holy See regarding perfect
contrition that have been communicated to you in our regular updates.

5. Sacrament of Baptism: The celebr ation of Baptism is to be suspended for the health and
safety of all. In case of emergency (danger of death), the sacrament may be administered.
6. Sacrament of Matrimony: All weddings scheduled in the Diocese of Scranton ar e to be
postponed until further notice. While churches may “hold open” the date of a scheduled
wedding, whether the sacrament can be celebrated on that date will depend entirely on whether
the restrictions have been lifted. Priests, Deacons and Parish Life Coordinators are encouraged
to speak to each couple and share this information with them and if necessary assist them in
the rescheduling of the wedding.
7. Holy Week:


All directives regarding the celebration of Holy Week liturgies released on Tuesday, March
24, 220 remain in place, with the following exception.



The distribution of palms on Palm Sunday is prohibited. While time honored and
appreciated by many members of the faithful, the distribution of palms in any way risks
the unnecessary spread of the coronavirus.

While these directives will no doubt further stretch you and
many of your people, they are offered following a significant
amount of consultation with our Deans, Episcopal Vicars and
a number of other pastors who have shared their concerns
during the past few days. Sadly, over the weekend, we learned
of the first virus– related death of a priest from the Diocese of
Brooklyn. Numerous priests and at least one bishop in the
United States have tested positive for the virus. These
directives are being enacted for the sole purpose of keeping
you and your people as safe as possible.
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PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY
CDR William E. Kelly, MSC US Navy
Sgt. Ryan Harbaugh, US Army
Cpl Christopher mecca, usmc
LT GEN Christopher burne, USAF
ENSIGN JONATHAN M. SMITH, US NAVY
MM2 SHAWN SMITH, US NAVY
1st LT William C. STUCKART USMC
SPC SEAN FISNE, US ARMY
CORP CHRISTOPHER DESANDO
SPC KAILA LEWONCZYK
SPC ERIC SLOSS
CPT MICHAEL TODARO
SGT Michael p. wentline, USMC
1ST LIEUTENANT BRIAN HAUGHWAUT, USAF
LT COMMANDER JOHN W. GILLIGAN, US NAVY
LT ANTHONY CANTAFIO, US NAVY
CW2 JOHN T. REDMOND, US ARMY
COL James F. cummings, M.D., US ARMY
A1C DARREN HUSSEY, USAF
LT JASON A. BUSELLI, US ARMY
HA CONOR J. RUANE, US NAVY
LTC ROBERT McALLISTER, US ARMY
MAJOR Andrew schlessinger, us army
A1C MARK MICCiche, USAF
CPO Aaron Bistran, USMC
CPL CHRISTOPHER HARBAUGH, USMC
A2C ANGELO MARTIN USAF

Almighty God, we commend to your gracious care and keeping all the
men and women of our armed forces at home and abroad. Defend
them day by day with your heavenly grace, strengthen them in their
trials and temptations, give them courage to face the perils which face
them, and grant them a sense of your abiding presence wherever they
may be, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

